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invest in the purchase of Broadmeadows.  Dis   aliter
visum,

I have, many pages back, hinted my suspicion that
he had formed some distant notion of such an alliance,
as early as the date of Ballantyne's projected removal
from Kelso to Edinburgh; and his Introduction to the
Lay, in 1830, appears to leave little doubt that the hope
of ultimately succeeding at the Bar had waxed very faint,
before the third volume of the Minstrelsy was brought
out in 1803. When that hope ultimately vanished alto-
gether, perhaps he himself would not have found it easy
to tell. The most important of men's opinions, views,
and projects, are sometimes taken up in so very gradual
a manner, and after so many pauses of hesitation and of
inward retractation, that they themselves are at a loss
to trace in retrospect all the stages through which their
minds have passed. We see plainly that Scott had never
been fond of his profession, but that, conscious of his
own persevering diligence, he ascribed his scanty success
in it mainly to the prejudices of the Scotch solicitors
against employing, in weighty causes at least, any bar-
rister supposed to be strongly imbued with the love of
literature; instancing the career of his friend Jeffrey as
almost the solitary instance within his experience of such
prejudices being entirely overcome. Had Scott, to his
strong sense and dexterous ingenuity, his well-grounded
knowledge of the jurisprudence of his country, and his
admirable industry, added a brisk and ready talent for
debate and declamation, I can have no doubt that his
triumph over the prejudices alluded to would have been
as complete as Mr. Jeffrey's; nor in truth do I much
question that, had one really great and interesting case
been submitted to his sole care and management, the
result would have been to place his professional character
for skill and judgment, and variety of resource, on so
firm a basis, that even his rising celebrity as a man of
letters could not have seriously disturbed it. Nay, Iafter all on a scene at least as wide as the Troad;tive."the general char-oversy
